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talk radio and political activists are urging Romney to get behind someone else in the primaries, there are rumblings

about how Romney could do better by picking a running mate who shares his values. We think it would be a bold move
from the campaign of a man who has been “Like-able enough.” Let’s have a look at some of the likely running mates.

Paul Ryan There is strong sentiment in the GOP that Ryan, the Wisconsin congressman, is the consummate,
Constitution-loving conservative. That’s fine, and we would applaud his nomination. But he’s running against a more

conservative senator from Virginia, who consistently votes with President Obama’s position in Congress. I wouldn’t call
that a “progressive” who is trying to “radically” transform America into Europe. As I wrote in an August column, I

want to know how a committed fiscal conservative, who likes to argue that “the President and the Democrats want to
raise taxes by $4 trillion, and we want to cut government spending by $4 trillion,” (see Romney on Obama’s budget)

fits into a ticket with somebody like Paul Ryan, who’s a legendary budget geek. Rick Santorum I was at the Jefferson-
Jackson dinner in Iowa last week and heard Santorum say his campaign’s purpose is to “hold Obama accountable.” I

think that’s great, and we want to make sure that Romney doesn’t back down on that commitment. But as Bill Kristol,
editor of The Weekly Standard, has repeatedly stated, the “life
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