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the upcoming Presidential election: “Efforts to curb
voting fraud should not, however, be aimed at the

African-American community, in our view. This is not
to suggest that the electoral systems in the United

States are free of all such problems, or that Mr Obama
would not do more to improve the systems in future

than John McCain. But African-Americans, as a whole,
are much less likely than whites to cheat at the ballot

box. And, for reasons Mr Obama discussed in his
interview, despite the pre-election hysteria about
fraud, this means that he stands a much greater

chance of being elected. …the reason for the large
black turnout is that there are many more registered

black voters than there are registered white ones. This
is a simple manifestation of the greater incidence of
black-dominated neighbourhoods and churches in

which active electoral participation has long been an
established part of life. Beyond this, there is more to

it. Black people of all ages, and young people in
particular, are vastly more likely to identify

themselves in many states as Democrats than are
whites. This Democratic loyalty also attracts many
more Democrats to the polls. What is more, a large
proportion of African-Americans are single parents,
whose children are less likely to turn out for school

exams, or not at all. A recent study suggested that this
may account for as much as half the difference

between black and white voter turnout. The election
will, therefore, be decided in the neighbourhoods and
churches of the African-American community, not in
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