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Fusiliers 1914-1918 Hebb DO, Hadfield DR, Taylor PW (1983) The Scots Guards in France
1914-1918. Based on the diary of Thomas Tobin ‘l can’t describe it in words - at a few
minutes past 5am | saw the regiment and | didn’t recognise it. The Division was up in the air,’
recollected Thomas Tobin, an enlisted private soldier of the Scots Guards. A diary written by
Thomas Tobin was made available online in the Public Record Office. The diary, largely
undocumented up until the present, encompasses Tobin’s experience during the first months
of the First World War, from 17 October 1914 to 6 April 1918. Tobin’s diary was originally
written in French. Fortunately, the original French text, complete with his annotations and
scribblings, was given to the author. It is presented here for the first time. Additionally, an
online version of the diary, digitised from the original text, is available in the Scottish Past
online repository. The diary provides a unigue insight into Tobin’s viewpoint. Presented as a
journal entry, it records the date and location of each day’s entries. Tobin’s contributions to
the blog are presented in a bi-monthly monthly format, starting from 17 October 1914 (ie the
day he joined the army) and ending on 6 April 1918 (the day of his discharge). As a member
of the Guards’ Training Battalions, the earliest entries focus on his training. Meanwhile, in the
later period, Tobin’s entries chart the ever-shifting course of the First World War, as he was
posted to front-line, support, and training units. Tobin mentions the Battle of Ypres as well as
the First Battle of the Somme. He provides a detailed account of the Allies’ attack on the
Messines Ridge on 7 June 1917 and the operations at Ypres in 1917 and 1918. In particular,
Tobin makes mention of the First Battle of the Somme, which saw the two world wars’
bloodiest day on the field, 1 July 1916, described in the diary as ‘a topsy-turvy day’. From his
first diary entry, Tobin e79caf/774b
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