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changes to the rules that govern women in the workplace. In a letter to the European Commission, Lloyds Banking Group
chairman Sir Ronald Cohen says the gender pay gap in the UK remains "persistent and scandalous". In the letter, he calls

for an investigation into how companies end up paying more for women. But he says more is needed than just the
recommendation to end the use of gender-neutral pronouns in the EU. He writes: "The effect of an exclusion from the

mainstream of UK business culture is that women, particularly in the middle and lower grades, see non-disclosure and the
suppression of ideas as a reasonable part of life, as opposed to something to be resisted and a serious flaw in the nature of
British culture." Sir Ronald was chairman and chief executive of the Lloyds Banking Group from 2003 to 2015. He has since

been a consultant on business and finance for the World Bank. He is now chair of Cequint Limited, the part of the Lloyds
Group responsible for its insurance operations. The EU is consulting on whether to change the way equality rules are

applied to the 28-member bloc. The European Commission has said that its "equality law" should apply to "most sectors"
of the economy. An impact assessment of the proposals has previously been published. The UK's equality agencies say

they may be challenged in the Supreme Court. BBC Home Editor Dominic Casciani said it is a "remarkable letter" as it puts
forward some of the most serious recommendations that the European Commission has received. "I can't say I am

surprised to read this in this context - I think it is a sign of where the debate on gender is heading," he said. "It is also
rather convenient timing because it is just two months since the letter was published asking for this consultation." 'Worth
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