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cysts in children. Posterior fossa cysts are rare in children. In
cases of symptomatic posterior fossa cysts, the prognosis is
often poor. Partial or complete ventriculostomy was used in

the treatment of leptomeningeal cysts in 13 children. Thirteen
children aged 7 to 17 years (mean, 13.5 years) with

leptomeningeal cysts in the posterior fossa and
communicating with the spinal subarachnoid space were

treated by partial or complete ventriculostomy. The
ventriculostomy was performed under stereotactic control by
either frontal or occipital interhemispheric approach. The cyst
contents were initially removed in five cases and the wound

was left open in the remainder. Postoperatively, all 13 patients
were evaluated and a follow-up of 10 to 30 months (mean,

17.5 months) was achieved. The results were excellent in one
case and good in the others, with a 95% cure rate (12 of 13
patients). Two patients who were operated at an earlier age
benefited from a second ventriculostomy 4 months after the
first operation. The ventriculostomy is a safe and effective

surgical technique for the treatment of symptomatic posterior
fossa cysts. A single operation may be sufficient to control the

symptoms. This technique could be used in cases with
complex cyst anatomy, but the child must be under close

observation for possible complications of ventricular
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