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latest news and information about the National Labor Relations Board, published under the auspices of

the Department of Labor. Thursday, February 13, 2011 February 11, 2011 News Releases U.S.
Department of Labor Releases Wage and Hour Enforcement Priorities and Initiates New Enforcement

Project WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division today released a list of
enforcement priorities for 2011, and announced the launch of a pilot program to identify employees

whose claims are likely to be settled administratively. This initiative will improve the time and cost to
settle such cases, and more quickly identify potential violations before litigation is necessary. Under
the pilot program, the Wage and Hour Division will identify employees whose claims are likely to be
settled administratively and notify the agency of potential violations. “Earning a living is the central
mission of the Wage and Hour Division, and we are actively working to improve the time and cost to

resolve low-wage employees’ claims,” said James C. Kuhl, Wage and Hour Division Acting
Administrator. “This pilot will provide a better understanding of the resources available to resolve

cases administratively. Ultimately, we hope this pilot program will improve the time and cost to resolve
these cases.” The Wage and Hour Division released its 2011 Wage and Hour Enforcement Priorities.

The priorities focus on the most common violations committed by employers and on employers’ use of
“off-the-clock” employees. Wage and Hour investigators also will work to recover unpaid overtime and
minimum wages owed to employees who have been cheated out of wages by their employers or their
employer’s agent. The 2011 Wage and Hour Enforcement Priorities are: The number one issue for the

Wage and Hour Division in 2011 will be ensuring that all employees who work overtime are fairly
compensated for their overtime work. The Division will work to address issues such as overtime

misclassification, overtime underpayments, unpaid overtime and improper deductions. The Division’s
greatest concentration in this area will be on employers who systematically use off-the-clock

employees
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