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Power Outages Enlarge this image toggle caption David McNew/Getty

Images David McNew/Getty Images A new study finds that more people
are getting sick from power outages. And it concludes that the link

between global warming and severe weather is a likely contributor. But it's
no ordinary flu. Power outages are linked with an unusual strain of

legionnaires' disease, which is caused by bacteria that hitch a ride on dust
particles. "It's a pretty rare disease," says lead study author W.H. Keeney,
a virologist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. "But it's a

disease that is increasing in the U.S. And it really, based on the very
limited data we have, it does look like a possible link to climate change."
Keeney and his colleagues just published their study in the CDC's journal
Emerging Infectious Diseases. It confirms a link between severe weather

and legionnaires' disease. For example, in the Minneapolis area, they
found that in late winter 2008-2009, more people got sick after a winter

storm dropped two feet of snow. But there's a catch. In the study, Keeney
and his colleagues looked for a connection between that severe weather
and the appearance of the unusual strain of legionnaires' disease, called

Legionnaires' disease type 3. But they found no link. In fact, the
researchers did not have enough data to look for a link between global

warming and the appearance of the unusual type of the disease. The new
study just brings up more questions, says Dr. Philip Tierno Jr., an

immunologist and virologist at UC Berkeley, who notes that it's an
important link. "There has been limited research on the role that weather
factors could play in the transmission of legionella, because there hasn't

been any available data," says Tierno. "So just providing such data is
important." There's no cure for legionnaires' disease, but the illness is
usually treated with antibiotics. The researchers caution that power
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outages are not one of the reasons for the spread of the disease. So what
does the new study mean for the future? Tierno predicts we will see more

outbreaks of legionnaires' disease. "As temperatures rise, the ability of
bacteria to survive in the environment increases," says Tierno. "So we

would expect to see 6d1f23a050
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