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enabled, standardized patients (SPs) and faculty assessment (FA) of HCPs, using a medical student
teaching-faculty interaction model from the classroom.](fmed-04-00012-g001){#F1} Currently,
evaluation of students, either in the clinic or during clinical placements, is conducted via an
anonymous peer-review of a single clinical assessment, by faculty members. A combination of
different medical students' observations of a patient are provided as a form of observational learning
(l[@B8], [@B9], [@B14]). Formal intern-and fellow-led feedback on clinical competence is also
available in the US and New Zealand. In both of these models, the feedback is provided by a faculty
member (intern or fellow) who observes a patient encounter. Most recently, the UK introduced an e-
Portfolio model of assessment for each HCP, which includes observation ratings, as part of the post-
graduate framework ([@B5], [@B10]). In the e-Portfolio model, assessment is "owned" by the
individual doctor, and is not assessed by a third party. The SPs and their supervisors are also the
"owners" of the assessment, and are defined to be a "third party" ([@B11]). Assessment has been
performed by an internal or external evaluator who is independent of the medical students ([@B10],
[@B14]). Alternatively, the model can be performed outside the formal teaching facilities, such as in
a "real life" setting where students perform their own evaluations. The use of "real" patients or the
SPs as the evaluators is often viewed as an ethical issue ([(@B15], [@B16]). Even with all of the
commonly cited advantages of a standardized assessment, there remain a number of unanswered
questions. First, is there a place for the development of summ
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