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held by the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) as a deadline for the

surrender of the last remaining ISIL-
controlled city in Iraq looms. The group

received an ultimatum on Sunday to
surrender Tikrit by Wednesday, October
4, or face assault from advancing Iraqi

security forces. Iraqi government forces
launched an offensive to retake the

northern city last week, with the aim of
ending the five-year reign of the

militants, many of whom are from the
country’s Albu Nimr tribe. Tikrit is one of
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