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The Florida Coastal Land and Water Management Fund is composed of monies appropriated annually through the
annual budget.The fund is managed by the Department of Environmental Protection, and includes the following

programs: the Coastal and Marine Sciences Program; and the Beachfront Management Program. Using data collected
by the Coastal Construction Control Program, part of the Florida Beach and Shore Preservation Act, Florida was able to
determine with a high degree of certainty that about 80 percent of Florida beachfront development does not require

the use of fill material, such as sand or concrete, for construction projects. In addition, about 60 percent of
development for which fill is required did not need the consent of the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
before allowing the project to proceed. Rather than using seawalls, groins and other means to arrest erosion and

protect the coast, another option is to implement shoreline protection projects that use native beach material as a part
of the project design. Projects that employ native beach material include dune restoration and beach nourishment

(replacing seaward of the high water line). Construction projects using fill material have a high potential for affecting
future use of the beach and associated wetlands. The C&NDs collaborate with the Authority to prepare a

programmatic, fundable Coastal Construction Control Plan, establish a fee for permits, and implement the Florida
Beach and Shore Preservation Act. This involves reviewing permit applications from both public and private sources

and providing local government permitting of permit holders. As of Oct. 1, 2019, the C&NDs administer the Beach and
Shore Preservation permit fee for construction activities using fill material in the coastal zone.
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The department is charged
with assuring state compliance
with CERCLA (Comprehensive

Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability
Act) environmental clean-up

requirements. The CERCLA act
requires the department to

perform environmental
assessments on areas along

the coast to determine
whether or not there are

hazardous waste sites that are
covered by the act. Some
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areas of the beaches along the
coast are classified as FEMA

(Federal Emergency
Management Agency)

Emergency Hazard Areas
(EHAs) for which, under the

act, the state must notify any
federal responders as to those

EHAs. Currently, the
beachfront from the mainland

north to the Intracoastal
Waterway is considered to be

an EHA, and the shoreline
from the mainland south to

Cedar Key is considered to be
an EHA. The department is
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also charged with enforcing
strict compliance with the

Florida Water and Land
Conservation Act. The Act

requires the department to
prevent unauthorized
development of sand

resources in and along the
Floridas shoreline. Once again,
some areas of the beach, from

the mainland north to the
Intracoastal Waterway, are

considered to be a no-vesting
area for development. One of

the beach management
funding assistance programs
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administered by the
department is a grant program
through which the department
administers a matching-grant-
fund program to assist local

government units in the
development of beachfront

comprehensive coastal
planning and management

plans and to provide funds and
technical assistance for
coastal engineering and

geology study and research.
The department, with

Congressional approval, has
been able to substantially
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increase the amount of funds
available for this program for

the past five years. This
increase in funding allows the

department to fund beach
management projects in
addition to the current

statewide beach protection
goals. 5ec8ef588b
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