Taking Sides:
Clashing Views
In Drug

only 8 percent of adolescents who received abstinence-only instruction had
sex before age 15. among those who got the instruction, 62 percent had an
abortion. among those who didn’t get the instruction, 17 percent had an
abortion. the main lesson of thc: the chemistry of marijuana is that in the
political arena, the conservatives are claiming the moral high ground. as
thomas kaplan wrote in the atlantic, "one of the most revealing things about
the war on drugs is how it has been completely partisan, with republicans
opposing it in the '90s and today seeking to eliminate it while democrats
largely abstained." the new york times described the current debate as being
“a discussion of substance over tone.” the times reporter remarked, “the
debate had become a contest between two competing visions of the war on
drugs: republicans call for an end to the law enforcement component, while
democrats push for more funding for drug treatment and education
programs.” as political economist dan baum writes, there is nothing unusual
about this debate. “we’ve had this debate over and over and over again, in
different countries, for centuries. we need to stop treating marijuana like it's
some new and different issue.” the numbers tell the story. between 1980 and
2011, the number of arrests for marijuana possession nearly quadrupled,
from about three million to about 13 million. the number of americans
arrested on drug charges quadrupled, from about 650,000 to about 2.8
million. the total number of americans arrested for drug offenses increased
seven-fold, from about 800,000 in 1970 to 3.8 million in 2010. and the
number of americans arrested on drug charges increased even more
dramatically, from a little more than 800,000 in 1980 to more than 3.
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ibuprofen and other nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (nsaids) are the
most commonly used medications to treat inflammation in the body. the
effects of nsaids range from making a headache, or arthritis, feel better to
treating a tumor, and they’re also used to manage other conditions like fever
and heartburn. for many patients, however, nsaids are too effective. in fact,
taking too much can actually be worse than taking too little. because of their
popularity, drugs like ibuprofen have become a focal point in recent debates
about whether they’re overused. an article in the british medical journal
raised concerns about whether nsaid overdose was a legitimate medical
issue. a study in jama internal medicine raised questions about whether
patients are being given the drugs they need. the debate stems from the fact
that ibuprofen and other nsaids have a “side effect” in that, in some patients,
they can exacerbate other conditions. and while the drugs may help people
feel better, they also may make things worse. a team of scientists led by
researchers at new york university managed to introduce hiv into the cells of
humanized mice. the virus persisted for almost four months. about half of the
mice that had been infected died within a month of the experiment, and the
rest died between two and three months later. a separate group of mice,
which were injected with a different kind of virus, also died over two months
after the experiment, but the mice that had been injected with the hiv-laced
virus survived. not all animals have evolved to deal with hiv. for example, the
tiny new world monkeys known as titi monkeys have low immune systems. in
2001, fanaro, an immunologist at the university of miami, infected 18 of the
titi monkeys with hiv. none of the monkeys died of the virus. 5ec8ef588b
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